CHAPTER  V
JAPAN,   AMERICA   AND   MEXICO

1911-14

" What proceeds from you, will return to you."

MENCIUS.

UNTIL the Treaty of Portsmouth the relations between
the United States and Japan were those of the highest
mutual respect, amity and sincere admiration. Since the
closing of the Russo-Japanese War, in spite of, though
perhaps because of, President Roosevelt's great services
to humanity and to Japan, this traditional friendship
has been shattered, to be replaced on the one side by
deep suspicion and in certain localities by bitter hatred;
and on the other by an unrest, almost amounting to
hatred, and which at times swells to such a point as to
bring the possibility of a war well into view. Indeed,
matters have gone so far that many responsible personages
in the United States do not disguise their belief that a
day will eventually come, and is not far distant, when
Japan and the States will have to fight out their differences.
There are many Japanese prominent in the army and the
navy, as well as in politics, diplomacy and finance, who
have arrived at the same state of mind, though with very
considerable regret on their part.

To read the newspaper and magazine articles on the
relations between Japan and the States, one might suppose
that the whole question was enclosed by the disputes
between the two countries in regard to emigration and
land-ownership. The real difference is one which goes
far deeper than the landing of coolies in California, or the

ownership of the strawberry farms of the Santa Barbara
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